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Chapter 14:  Land status, ownership, use and access 
patterns 
Guidance in the Forest Service Handbook (FSH) section 1909.12 defines land status as ñthe zoning for 

private lands and formal management status of public lands (such as wilderness).ò  Land ownership is 

defined in the handbook as the ñthe basic pattern of public and private ownership of both surface and 

subsurface estates.ò  Land use is the ñcurrent use of the land, such as residential, commercial, industrial, 

or agricultural use.ò  And access is ñtransportation access to or through the plan are, including pedestrian 

accessò and the agency policy generally refers to it as reasonable access. 

 

Land Ownership 
The Manti-La Sal National Forest is located in central and southeastern Utah and extreme western 

Colorado.  The Forest lies within eight Utah counties (Carbon, Emery, Grand, Juab, San Juan, 

Sanpete, Sevier, and Utah) and two Colorado counties (Mesa and Montrose).  It is surrounded, for the 

most part, both by public lands administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and private 

lands.  The notable exceptions are lands adjacent to the San Pitch Division, the north and west sides 

of the Manti Division, and the block of land surrounding the Moab Ranger District.  These lands are 

predominantly in private ownership with some intermixed state lands. Table 2 shows the number of 

miles of different land ownership that borders Forest land.  Calculations include number of miles of 

land that borders the outside border of the Forest and within the Forest boundary. 

The majority of land that borders the Price/Ferron/Sanpete Ranger District would be land administered 

by the BLM.  About 10% (51.9 miles) of the outside boundary of the Price/Ferron/Sanpete Ranger 

District borders BLM land.  There are 277.46 miles of state and private inholdings within the boundary 

of the Price/Ferron/Sanpete Ranger District.  The majority of land that borders the Uinta Forest 

(Sanpitch) would be private land.  About 38% (35.6 miles) of the outside boundary of the Sanpitch 

Division borders private land.  The majority of land that borders the Moab Ranger District would be 

BLM and private land.  Approximately 25% (51.7 miles) of the outside boundary of the Moab Ranger 

District would be BLM land and approximately 26% (53.0 miles) of the outside boundary of the Moab 

Ranger District would be private land. There are 70.6 miles of private inholdings within the border of 

the Moab Ranger District. The majority of land that borders the Monticello Ranger District would be 

BLM land.  Approximately 65% (123.2 miles) of the outside boundary of the Monticello Ranger District 

would be BLM land.  There are 32.3 miles of private inholdings that within the border of the Monticello 

Ranger District 

 

BLM land borders approximately 20% of Forest land. There are numerous places on the Forest where 

the Forest and BLM have partnered for recreational activities and many more opportunities.  On the 

North Zone the Forest and the BLM are partnering on the Joes Valley Bouldering site.  This recreation 

site will include trails, campgrounds and designated areas to rock climb. On the Monticello District   

there are trails that connect to BLM lands including the Dark Canyon Wilderness trail, Arch Canyon 

trail, West Texas Rim trail, and the North Cottonwood OHV trail.  On the Moab District, the main trail 

that the Forest and BLM share is the Whole Enchilada trail which starts on the Forest in the La Sal 

mountains and ends on BLM lands.  The Forest also shares the Fisher Mesa Trail and the Two Mile 

OHV trail system with the BLM.  The Forest also has interpretive/informational sites on BLM lands on 

either end of the La Sal Loop Road.  In the future, the Forest and BLM will be doing more co-

management and partnering on the Bears Ears National Monument.  
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The Forest is divided into three land areas, the Manti, San Pitch, and La Sal Divisions, and 

administers a variety of resource uses such as livestock grazing, timber harvest, mining, energy 

resource development, cultural and heritage interpretation, wildlife viewing, and outdoor recreation.  

The climate varies from semi-arid in the lower elevations to cool and humid in the high elevations. 

 

The Forest Service uses the Land Status Record System (LSRS) as the repository for all realty and land 

documents.  The LSRS includes accurate information on ownership acreage, condition of title, 

administrative jurisdiction, rights held by the United States, administrative and legal use restrictions, 

encumbrances, and access rights on land or interests in land in the National Forest System (NFS).  

The Forest is comprised of many counties.  San Juan County is the largest county on the Forest. Over 

32% of Forest is within Sanpete County. 

Land ownership on the Forest is mainly comprised of Forest Service Land.  Almost 95% of the Forest is 

forest-owned land. 

The Forest manages part of the Uintah Forest which we refer to as the Sanpitch Unit.  The history of how 

the Manti-La Sal came to manage this part of the the Uintah Forest began in 1908. This part of the Forest 

was original called the Nebo National Forest and was established in 1908. In order to facilitate better 

management of that land unit, it was transferred from the Nebo National Forest to the Manti National 

Forest in 1915.    When the rest of the Nebo National Forest was dissolved and transferred to the Uinta 

National Forest in 1923, management of the Sanpitch Unit went to the Uinta.     However, the 

fundamental problem of how to best manage this unit remained, as it was relatively far away from the 

Uinta National Forest headquarters in Provo.   So management of the Sanpitch Unit was moved back to 

the Manti National Forest in 1974, with management by the Sanpete Ranger District in nearby 

Ephraim.   By the 1970ôs, the Forest Service had stopped changing the official name of land units like this 

whenever their administrative status changed.   So, the land unit retains the name of ñUinta National 

Forestò even though it is managed by the Manti-La Sal (Wilson  2013). 

The Wilson reference is already part of the references included with the Cultural Resources 

assessment.     

There are state and private inholdings on the North zone of the Forest. On the North zone, types of uses 

are for private cabins, hydroelectric power, agriculture, grazing, hunting, and coal mining.  The majority of 

uses on the North zone is for agricultural and private cabins. There are private inholdings on the South 

Zone of the Forest. Types of uses are mainly for houses, subdivisions, and cabins.  In addition uses 

include reservoirs, mining claims and agriculture uses.  

 

Most existing formal withdrawals were made under authorities that predate the Federal Land Policy and 

Management Act.  There are 45 existing withdrawals on the Forest.  On the Forest, withdrawal types are 

for recreation sites, administrative sites, experimental forest sites, archaeological areas, power 

withdrawals, national wilderness, research natural areas, and reclamation withdrawals.  Under the Forest 

Service Manual 2760, the Forests should be conducting withdrawal reviews.  According to the RO Lands 

department, this work has not been completed in many years. 

Table  1. Withdrawals on Forest 
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AREA NAME RESTRICTION TYPE PROJECTED 
ACRES 

CHICKEN CREEK CAMPGROUND 
SITE, PLO 4567 

RECREATION SITE 33.059 

PINCHOT ADMINISTRATIVE SITE, 
PLO 2564 

ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 240.585 

MANTI CITY CORP. POWER WITHDRAWAL 107.741 

MORONI ADMINISTRATIVE SITE ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 43.986 

MAPLE CANYON RECREATION AREA, 
PLO 4744 

RECREATION SITE 25.075 

GREAT BASIN EXPERIMENT 
STATION, PLO 1776 

EXPERIMENTAL FOREST 31879.983 

MOUNT BALDY ADMINISTRATIVE 
SITE, PLO 2564 

ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 79.9 

MANTI COMMUNITY RECREATION 
AREA, PLO 1736 

RECREATION SITE 79.942 

MOUNT BALDY ADMINISTRATIVE 
SITE, PLO 2564 

ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 80.145 

FERRON RESERVOIR RECREATION 
AREA, PLO 1736 

RECREATION SITE 160.169 

GREAT BASIN EXPERIMENTAL 
FOREST 

EXPERIMENTAL FOREST 4745.763 

FERRON ADMINISTRATIVE SITE ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 40.04 

LAKE HILL RECREATION AREA, PLO 
1736 

RECREATION SITE 55.235 

SEELY CREEK ADMINISTRATIVE SITE ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 179.808 

STEVENS CREEK ADMINISTRATIVE 
SITE, PLO 2564 

ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 100.088 

JOE'S VALLEY ADMIINISTRATIVE 
SITE, PLO 1391 

ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 110.708 

COLORADO RIVER STORAGE 
PROJECT 

RECLAMATION WITHDRAWAL 1514.176 

EMERY COUNTY PROJECT, PLO 
3227, UTU 087869 

RECLAMATION WITHDRAWAL 179.472 

PARK ADMINISTRATIVE SITE, PLO 
2564 

ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 120.35 

EMERY COUNTY PROJECT, PLO 
2126, UTU 035987 

RECLAMATION WITHDRAWAL 80.31 

GOOSEBERRY PROJECT RECLAMATION WITHDRAWAL 6815.795 

UPPER JOE'S ADMINISTRATIVE SITE ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 80.035 

SPRING RIDGE ADMINISTRATIVE 
SITE, PLO 3145 

ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 79.938 

MAMMOTH ADMINISTRATIVE SITE ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 75.296 

LAKE ADMINISTRATIVE SITE, PLO 
2564 

ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 164.233 

FLAT CANYON RECREATION AREA, 
PLO 1736 

RECREATION SITE 85.723 

FORKS OF HUNTINGTON CANYON 
RECREATION AREA, PLO 1736 

RECREATION SITE 39.701 

CASTLE ROCK RECREATION AREA, 
PLO 1736 

RECREATION SITE 39.526 

HUNTINGTON CANYON RECREATION 
AREA, PLO 1736 

RECREATION SITE 59.285 

STUART GUARD STATION 
ADMINISTRATIVE SITE, PLO 2564 

ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 207.604 

WHITE MOUNTAIN ADMINISTRATIVE 
SITE, PLO 1736 

ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 79.975 

DARK CANYON NATIONAL WILDERNESS 46355.283 

KIGALIA ADMINISTRATIVE SITE, PLO 
1736 & PLO 2014 

ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 159.903 

HAMMOND CANYON 
ARCHEOLOGICAL AND SCENIC 
AREA, PLO 2968 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AREA 2828.21 
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HAMMOND CANYON 
ARCHEOLOGICAL SCENIC AREA, 
PLO 1715 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AREA 798.977 

GOOSEBERRY ADMINISTRATIVE 
SITE, PLO 2564 

ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 71.503 

CLIFF DWELLERS PASTURE RESEARCH NATURAL AREA 266.199 

INDIAN CREEK ADMINISTRATIVE 
SITE, PLO 2564 

ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 63.169 

INDIAN CREEK ADMINISTRATIVE 
SITE, PLO 2564 

ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 19.47 

DALTON SPRINGS CAMPGROUND, 
PLO 1725 

RECREATION SITE 79.465 

PACK CREEK ADMINISTRATIVE SITE, 
PLO 2564 

ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 40.239 

MESA ADMINISTRATIVE SITE, PLO 
1715 

ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 51.262 

LAKE OOWAH RECREATION AREA, 
PLO 3218 

RECREATION SITE 59.957 

WARNER LAKE SUMMER HOME 
AREA, PLO 3218 

RECREATION SITE 39.943 

WARNER ADMINISTRATIVE SITE, 
PLO 1736 

ADMINISTRATIVE SITE 59.91 

 

Table  2.  Adjacent land owners to Forest Boundary 

Manti-La Sal NF BLM State 
Inholding 

State Private 
Inholding 

Private Fishlake 
NF 

State 
Wildlife 
Mgmt 
Area 

Dark 
Canyon 
Primitive 
Area 
(BLM) 

Price/Ferron/Sanpete/Ranger 
District 

51.91 23.10 15.01 254.36 93.95 23.25 41.04  

Uinta Ranger District 
(Sanpitch) 

1.94 5.54 3.38 41.98 35.66  5.75  

Moab Ranger District 51.70  26.05 70.59 53.02    

Monticello Ranger District 123.24  8.08 32.30 23.05   2.22 

 

Manti-La Sal NF Ranger Districts Border 

Perimeter 

(miles) 
Price/Ferron/Sanpete Ranger District 502.63 

Uinta Ranger District (Sanpitch) 94.25 

Moab Ranger District 201.37 

Monticello Ranger District 188.88 

 

 

 

Table  3. Size of Counties on Forest 

County Name Acres on 

Forest 

Percentage on 

Forest 

San Juan 455,797.60 

 

32.25 

 Sanpete 407,467.48 

 

28.83 

 Emery 243,221.08 

 

17.21 

 Utah 93,640.69 

 

6.63 
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Grand 59,941.13 

 

 4.24 
 

 
Juab 56,330.38 

 

 3.99 
 

 
Carbon 38,822.15 

 

 2.75 
 

 
Sevier 30,893.48 

 

 2.19 
 

 
Montrose 22,680.33 

 

 1.60 
 

 
Mesa 4,430.64 

 

0.31 
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Figure 1. Map of counties on the Forest
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Table 4. Summary of Land Ownership  

Land Ownership Acreage on Forest Land Percentage 

Private (Inholding)  
 

70,939.73 
 

5.02 
 State (Inholding) 

 

3,347.29 
 

0.24 
 State Wildlife 

Reserve/Management 
 

1,222.82 
 

0.09 
 Forest Service   

 

1,291,434.88 
 

94.66 
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Figure 2. Map of Land Ownership on the Forest 
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